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EDITORS' TABLE. 

EDITORS : E. D. COPE AND J. S. KINGSLEY. 

At the last meeting of the Society of Charities and Corrections 
the Rev. Oscar C. McCulloch, of Indianapolis, read a paper on the 
Tribe of Ishmael, in which he detailed the result of his studies on 
the pauper families of Indianapolis. The story he tells is a sad 
one. It is the history of generation after generation of paupers 
and criminals, of people sunk so low as not to have the slightest 
aspiration for a better life, who obey Scriptural injunctions only in 
that they are fruitful and multiply their vicious kind. Five gene- 
rations of thirty families are traced, and of all the individuals whose 
records are worked out, but one ever emerged into a respectable 
life. This Tribe of Ishmael is but a repetition of the Jukes family, 
but it brings again to prominence a problem with which society has 
to deal. What shall be done to check the growth of these and sim- 
ilar parasites? They are sunk to a depth where no church can 
reach them ; the so-called charity which gives to beggars and which 
patronizes the halt and maimed but encourages them in their pres- 
ent life ; our present laws having no terrors for them, for imprison- 
ment means but a winter of warmth, comfort and idleness. Were 
pauperism and beggary the only sins of these people then existence 
might be endured, but in the case of both the Jukes family and this 
tribe of Ishmael — and the same is true of all other similar families — 
every species of crime from murder down has been perpetrated by 
its members. 

What can society do to protect itself against these pests ? is a 
question which must be answered. Growth of cities means a dis- 
proportionate increase of this undesirable class. An answer seems 
difficult; in fact, we can only see one direction from which relief can 
come. The teaching of evolution must be recognized and incor- 
porated in our laws. Evolution teaches that variation, the influ- 
ence of environment, and adaptability to changed conditions are 
important factors in organic life, but it also teaches that these are 
fixed and perpetuated by heredity. It is this aspect of evolution 
that seems to point to the answer. The children of these people in- 
herit scarcely a good trait, but are heirs to all that is vicious and 
criminal in their parents. They are begotten in criminality, nur- 
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tured in vice, and their maturity is crime. Our good people 
should refrain from indiscriminate alms giving, for this is offering 
a premium for a continuance of present conditions, and our laws 
should recognize the existence of heredity and make provision 
whereby the reproduction of this inherited vice could be checked. 
Such laws may seem harsh, but consider for a moment the saving 
to the country had the notorious Margaret, the mother of the 
Jukes family, been imprisoned so that none of her illegitimate chil- 
dren could have come into the world. Such a step would have been 
deemed cruel, but in the light of what we now know of the crimi- 
nality of her descendants, society would have been justified in such 
extreme measures. The record of her children is but a continuous 
account of murder, highway robbery, burglary and prostitution, 
while the cost of prosecuting these criminals mounts up into the 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. 



RECENT LITERATURE. 

Thomas' Catalogue of Marsupialia and Monotremata. 1 — 
This publication is very timely, as it places in the hands of students 
the means of becoming acquainted with the characters of the species 
of the important orders named, at a time when it is important that 
they should have the knowledge. The Marsupialia are ar- 
ranged in six families, of which three are referred to the Diproto- 
dontia, and three to the Polyprotodontia. The species number as 
follows : 

Diprotodontia. Polyprotodontia. 

MacropodidK, 56 Peramelidse, 14 

Phalangeridae, 34 Dasyuridse, 26 

Phascolomyidse, 3 Didelphidse, 24 

Totals. 93 Totals. 64=157 

The systematic treatment is conservative, and in the main satis- 
factory. Tarsipes seems, however, to deserve family recognition. 
In the matter of species the novel proposition is maintained that the 
larger South American opossums are only variations of the species 
with which we are familiar in this country. Didelphys cancrivora, 
aurita, azaree, and albiventris become synonymous of D. marsupialis 
L. (=D.virginiana Kerr). 

1 Catalogue of the Marsupialia and Monotremata in the Collection of the Brit- 
ish Museum. By Oldfield Thomas, 1888, pp. 401 ; xxviii plates. 



